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4301 Mt. Read Blvd., Rochester, NY 14616

Upcoming Events

The Menos
celebrates its
5" Anniversary !

on Saturday, January 9t at 8:30am

(see page 11for details)

Have you heard?

Larry Dennis is hosting a

FREE LUNCH
<§4‘& to all Small Group Leaders
Sunday, January 17" at 12:30pm

(and participants) on
(see page Zor details )

We Celebrate Baptismal
Connectiond

As we celebrate our baptisms, we would love
to know your baptismal date. In the Narthex,
you will fi nd a basket of leaves. Please fill one
out and leave it in the basket. You will be added
to the vine as your month approaches. Please
help fill up our walls with lots of leaves and o p-
portunities to celebrate our connection to each
other through our baptisms. Please callthe
church office with any que stions.

Phone 585-863-1866

Web Site http:/ /www.messiahlutheranchurch.net

JoinUs in January as We Celebrate:

Breakf a sCOIM]QCEi@mVEI'S&tiOHS

& & andCommunity

* As baptized children
*‘K of God we become the

fabric of weac
We are connected
and intéwined in a

tapstry of care and

encouragement

A
|\L’ I

Letter from the Ed itor

By: Joey Brognano

Aloha and Happy New Year! | askyour par-
don for the delay in publication. Along with the
usual hectic schedule of the Christmas season, |
was also waiting for information about the off i-
cial nominees for the open Hub positions. | as-
sure you more details will be provided in the
February edition.

Be sure to check out th
Breakfast group (page 11) for information on
how they plan to celebrate their 5" Anniversary.
Also, Vicki Robinson has provided the first Ed i-
torial piece for The Heraldsince its revision last
summer . Il n response to S
month, she writes on &ur
tive perspedive (page 7).

Finally, 1 would like to close with a New
Year 8s Re s ol urheiHeralds gronB e c a u

(Letter from the Editor , page »
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Soup and Study

January 24th at 5:30pm Z? S
Bring the whole family! — —
Please sign up on the/k"
communications >

board for meal planning.

Small Group Leaders Luncheon

By: Larry Dennis

Small groups are the arteries carrying enrich-
ment t o 0 .10bearn oW eachoyioup has
dealt with blockages or restrictions in that flow.
Come prepared to discuss the greatest chal-
lenges you face in your small group and your
greatest successes. Our fun agenda will model
the Messiah Small (or Large) Group Format.

Who: Small Group Leaders and Participants
Where: Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall
When: Sunday, January 17 at 12:301:55 €harp
What: Lunch and discussion:
oLearn from suees$tes.ot h &
o Help each other overcome our most
difficult challenges .
RSVP: Call the church office

Prayer Corner
Those known ill, hospitalized, or recuperatin  g:

Bob Crudele,
Julie Dambra, and

Martha Littlejohn . g()d:?people

D

in
prayer

Those who mourn :

Family and Friends of
Bruce Thornton

/)
Remember, Mess 2 r e’

Chain adds prayer support for

our members and their families. Please call the

church office (865-1866) with any prayer request,

hospitalization or need. Please keep these and
the Vision of Messiah in your daily prayers.

The Deaconds Corner

By: Jacquie VanAuken

As my role as deaconess expands | am lo&-
ing forward to all the new challenges in the co m-
ing year. Did you make a
tion? How is that going for you? When | make
one, | usually break it by the end of January.

| am so glad that God keeps his promises to
us each and every day, no matter how many
times he has to pick us up and put us on the
right pat h again and again. Please see pagée for
the Ministry Updates .

Baby, baby, who's that baby?

As we celebrate baptisms,
we invite you (adult or child)
to submit your own baptism
photos to be used for a photo
slide show during t he servic-
es on January 9 and 10h.

Place your photo in an
envelope with your name on
the outside and submit to the office or in the de s-
ignated basket in the narthex. Your photos will
be returned u nharmed and in the same condition
as submitted. Deadline for submitting photos is
January 3d. Please contact the church office for
more information.

WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP

Prayer Groups are people coming together
regularly to pray for the mission of the congreg -
ation. We welcome you to join us anytime that
fits in your schedule.

Tuesdays 8:309:0am

Where: SoHo Bagel Café in
Stone Ridge Plaza A
Questions: Please contact the church office for

more information.

New YIear i
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HUB Overview
By: Dave Best

Happy New Year!
blessed Christmas.

We are now making final preparations for the
Annual Meeting that will be held Sunday Jan u-
ary 24t following the single worship service.

At this time, no additional nominations for
Hub positions have been received. If you are n-
terested in being nominated or want to nominate
someone else, please contact Pastor Aileen or me
as soon as possible. The deadline for contacting
us is Sunday, January 17h.

We will also be presenting the proposed
church budget for 2010. As | hope you ae a-
ready aware, this has been another very difficult
year to balance the budget. Hopefully you have
already participated in one of the special budget
meetings we held in December. The purpose of
these meetings was to get your direct input on
the options that needed to be considered by the
Hub. Thanks to all who participated.

One of the reasons our pro-
jected income is lower for 2010 is
that in 2009 we continued to see a
decrease in worship attendance.
The question to be addressed at
both the January Hub meeting and
the Annual Meeting is: What can
we do to reverse this trend?

Continue your prayers for Me s-
siah and | hope to see you at the
Annual Meeting on January 24th,

| hope you all had a

Finance
By: Wayne Reabold

Below is the financial report for both the
month of N ovember and our year to date totals.
As reflected below, our income exceeded our ex-
penses by $4136 for November. On a year to
date basis, our income continues to exceed our
expenses by $4,136. On the expense side, we are
favorable (i.e., we are spendingless than our

(Finance, paged)

Communications
By: Vicki Robinson

No updates for January.

Faith Formation
By: Scott Bourque

| trust that God has provided a Christmas
and New Years filled with Faith, Family , and
Friends! During our 11 :00am service on Sundays
there i s o0Chilladdayegettashdge t i r
grin as the children scamper to the Pastor for the
lesson of the day. When they are finished, they
make the same exuberant scamper down to Sp-
rit Builders.

Their happiness is the result of
Gododos gi ft of ungu .
to them. The message that they are
given by their Parents, Pastors and
Spirit Builders reinforces the solid
belief in God and his ever-present
love and guidance.

| pray for the Spirit to instill this
unquestioned belief in all of our
members as we all deal with the realities of our
adult life.

| invite you to explore the possibilities to
deepen your Faith through opportunities at
Messiah. There are Prayer cells, Bible studies
and our Adult Education hour all offered for
you.

Service
By: Clive Daunton

No updates for January.
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HUB CAPS continued

Finance, continued from page 3

budgeted amount) by $15,794. However, on the
income side, we are unfavorable (i.e., we are fe-
hind on our pledged and miscellaneous (i.e.
loose, special, andofferings) by $8,271.

Thank you for your continued financial su p-
port for Messiah and our mission. Because of
your support and commitment, our staff and
members continue to provide excellent programs
and opportunities for the congregation. Thanks
again and we hope you had a great holiday sea-
son.

General Fund Financial Report
November, 2009 Year to Date
Income  $35,091 Income $312,037
Expense $30,955| Expense  $304,513
Change in Change in
Cash Flow $4,136 Cash Flow $7.524
Property
By: Gary Makowiecki
Wel | , tareughr Pe c e mb e r
good thing wedve gotten

running with the onset of colder weather. A
pressure tank had sprung a leak and thanks to
Jim V. and his people atwo r k ,
in action. Also, the elevator needed about $2500
in repairs last month for a new sump pump and
rust removal job. Other than that, not a lot going
on which, in Property terms, is a good thing.
Remember, winter is here so chang your fur-
nace filters and buy an extra one for next month.

t h e padkv e

Reach Out
By: Tarri Mundt

No updates for January.

Stewardship
By: Wayne Reabold

We recently completed our Annual Stewar d-
ship Campaign, knowing full we Il that our
members are facing tough financial challenges,

including many who J
have lost their job. We
now believe our esti- = 1Y Ak
mated income for 2010 is 2\ XN
$318,000(or $29,000 less
than last year). The HUB
spent most of the De-
cember Hub meeting
working on a budg et proposal. More importan t-
ly, we realized that the solution of these pro b-
lems depends on the help, support, and com-
mitment of everyone in the church. Therefore,
two congregational forums were held in Dece m-
ber. The objective of the forums was to seek
your ideas on how to
in meeting its mission. Please be sure to read the
article summarizing the results of these forums
(on page 6) of this month's Herald

We thank you and appreciate your continued
support of God and Messiah's mission. We have
many challenges but with your help and su p-

A o
Y 2 e

3

a n @ort, wa wall be sugcessful. Thanks again!

the big boiler wup and
"Each person should give what they haeeidedn

their heart to give,
g o ot relyctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver."
(Corinthians 97)

If you would like to be a reporter,
or if you have any articles or information to
submit to The Herald, you can email the
Chief Editor at:

Messiah.Herald@gmail.com

Or, you can fill out the new Article
Submission form and leave it in The Herald
mailbox #21.

ensurt
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Worship
By: Sandy Moncrief

Happy New Year, everyone! | hope your
Advent and Christmas seasons were memorable
and filled with Godds |

Thanks be to God for the continued dedica-
tion and enthusiasm of the Worship Team! At
our meeting on December 7th, we planned
through Sunday, February 14t The Transfigura-
tion of Our Lord. We are enjoying further expl o-

ration of the new Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Hymnal!

We were also given a preview of the wonder -
-ful new projection system following this me et-
ing. What a great improvement! A huge thank
you to Jeff Gerstenberger for following through
with research, reports, and ordering this new
equipment!

The next meeting
of the Worship Team
will be Monday, Janu-
ary 18n at 6:3pm at
church. We invite and
need YOU to be in-
volved in planning
worship and selecting
hymns for Ash Wed -
nesday (February 170)
and the Lenten season, including Sundays and
any special services we might have.

You are invited to join our Messiah family as
we open our doors to folks from the Genesee
Finger Lakes Conference for an Epiphany Ser-
vice on Wednesday, January 6% at 7:00pm. Our
conference includes churches from Kendall,

Rochester suburbs, and as far away as Geneva

and Dansvill e. Let 0s
our sisters and brothers a warm welcome!

Thanks to all for your continued presence at
worship and other activities. Your comments
and ideas are always welcome and encouraged
Wedbd | ove to have
church!

¢
HUB CAPS continued

Youth & Fam ily Ministry
By: Pastor Kit

v 'Iéh@nks to all the youth and adults who part i-
cipated in the 5:00pm Christmas Eve service and
shared an interactive Christmas Story with the
young children of our congregation and co m-
munity! Thanks also to the many people who
came and helped with the Angel Tree party in
December, bringing Christmas cheer to folks in
our community!

A special opportunity is coming up for Youth
in grades 6-1 2 . The conference
Weekend of fun, faith, and friendship will be
held March 5-7th. Registration material and
more information about the weekend will be
coming your way in mid -January. If you have
any questions, please talk to me or Tarri Mundt.

HUB Members

Dave Best
Scott Bourque
Clive Daunton

Gary Mackowiecki
Sandy Moncrief
Tarri Mundt
Wayne Reabold
Vicki Robinson
Pastor Kit

you |

Letter from the Editor , continued from page 1

-ing, the task of compiling all of these articles
alone is becoming a challenge. Therefore, | e-

asqﬂvle to éng.irftain tar&d d’_nép{oy]eettpe ngq{oka sp-g 2y

pearance through recruiting and training volun-
teers to assist with the formatting of specific sec-
tions (i.e. Hub Caps, Smdl Group News, Co m-
munity News, etc.). Consider this a formal re-

§yest  Ibyey arg intetegied in helping, congagt

me by emall at messiah.herald@gmail.com. As
always, | appreciate your readership and look
forward to the exciting promises of the new year.
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Congregational Forums on the

Budget for 2010
By: Dave Best

On December 20" and 21st, we held Congre-
gation Forums. They were opened with a prayer
by Pastor Aileen

The purpose of the forums was to review the
immediate and ongoing p roblems we are facing.
We also described the
these problems. We concentrated on the imne-
diate problem that 2010 income is projected to be

about $29,000 less than in 2009 and that we need

to approve a balanced 2010 budget at the anmial
meeting on January 24h.

We recognize that the budget needs to be al-
dressed in the context of our ongoing need to
increase participation by members, to increase
worship attendance, and strengthen our youth
and family programs.

We presented a preliminary budget devel-
oped by the Hub. The major changes are in:

Staff Compensation

0 In 2009, Director of Music & Admin Assistant
worked full time in January .

0 Reduction in hourly rate and reduction of
Benefits for Admin Assistant to be hired in
early 2010

+ Increase in salary and benefit cost increase for
Pastors

Mortgage

0 Reduction of monthly payment due to $40,000
lump sum payment in 2009.

0 Application of Building Fund money in de s-
ignated fund to principal portion of monthly
payment.

Property
0 Volunteers perform some cleaning services
+ Other changes based on 2009 experience

Service Ministry
0 Reduction in ELCA Synod and World Hunger .

¢

Other

0 Reduction in New Program budget amount .

0 In 2009 actual office expenses lower than 2009
budget amount .

We had excellent participation at the forums.
Questions were answered on the budget, and
more importantly, a number of suggestions were
recorded for future action.

Hu @r@ familp dnfolinted tha® they Hhdl de§deds

that Messiah was such an important part of their
lives that they have increased their pledge. They
encouraged all of us consider an increase.

The key suggestions from the participants
that will be addressed by the Hub and congreg a-
tion are:

e Make personal invitations

e Cal | peopl e vy ou urchdately n

eTalk with people you

e Shepherds have made personal contacts, but
with limited success

e We need more Shepherds

e Check with local churches that have turned
thing around

e Lay leadership needs to make better use of
Time and Talents input fro m members.

¢ Advertise what we are doing

¢ Try fund raising activities, to raise funds, but
also to involve more people

At the January Hub meeting, we will spend
much of the meeting starting the process ad-
dressing our ongoing issues. This will require
time and talents from all of us at Messiah and
much prayer. Much of the annual meeting will
be a discussion on the ongoing needs. Additio n-
al congregational forums will also be planned.
Thanks to all who participated in the December
Budget Forums.

Sincerely,

Wayne Reabold, Stewardship and Finance Director
David Best, Congregation President

§

ot
do
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Reconciling in Christ
By: Vicki Robinson

(The following is an opinion piece written after a
talk by Scott Fearing, program director of the Ga
Alliance of the Genesealéy, during the December

13" Education Hour. | am not speaking for anyon hasi A
including the RIC Scott emphasized that

at Messiah other than myself,
Team.)

Scott Fearing, program director of the Gay
Alliance of the Genesee Valley, spoke to an n-
terested group on December 13" and again on
December 174", He covered a wide range of top-
ics: we learned about gay people at different
times and places, in different cultures and socie-
ties. He spoke about fear, too. Fear of rejection,
from friends, family, coworkers and strangers.
Fear of violence.

One of the points that profoundly impressed
me came from a thoughtful question from the
group. "Isn't sexuality a private matter? Why
does anyone owe anyone else any kind of exph-
nation?"

Scott looked around the group and noted
correctly that we looked pretty much like what
the group was: mostly white and middle -class.
He noted that white middle -class Americans
don't have a lot of experience with rejection. In
most of places that we go, we can be assured of a
welcome, because white aad middle -class is
widely seen as "normal." Heterosexuality is
likewise seen as "normal." We see a man and
woman holding hands across a table in a roman-

-, 58 tic restaurant, Kkissing
goodbye at the airport,
helping each other across
a slippery patch of ice in a
parking lot, and it looks
"normal.” It's also much
more, though; it's a public
announcement of the sexuality of that couple.
The longing look in the candlelight, the kiss at
the airport, the care and concern of making sure
of one's spouse's welfare, all of these broadcast
that this is heterosexual couple who care for and
about each other. And it just seems normal,

){o many of us it feels
gvrong.

4

sometimes kind of cute. Now imagine a same-
sex couple doing the same things. It can feel like
they are flaunting their sexuality, pushing i t in
our faces. It's not what we're used to seeing, and

ot

«

public disclosure of sex
lives, of anyone's activities
with his or her spouse, is
of course abslutely pri-
vate and inappropriate for discussion wit h any-
one other than one's spouse, a doctor or a the-
rapist. But our sexualities our orientations, are
public; we disclose them every time we refer to
our wives or our husbands, every time we hold

hands in public, every time we introduce them

to our friends. The gay community only wants
the same freedoms that the straight canmunity
has enjoyed forever. We all, straight and gay,
want to be who we are, in public, without

shame, without having to dissemble and equiv o-
cate about the people we love best.

8

Coat and Hat Collection Update
By: Judy Merritt Speed

The Coat and Hat Collection was a great suc-
cess this year: even better than last yearl We de
lected over 120 items for the school.

Thank you very much to everyone who d o-
nated. The collection is closed for this year.

Letter from Mary Kuziak
Dear Friends,
| value and enjoyed my years working at Me s-
siah and | appreciate having had the opportunity
to be involved with many of the ministries. Thank
you for the support, guidance and encouragement.
| treasure your friendships as | begin this new chal-
lenge and phase of my career.
Thank you to the church council and members
for the Macyods gift card.
Blessings!
Mary
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Pastor's Message

Dear Friends,

| just finished writing the annual Christmas
Letter that goes out fromthe Ro b bi nso
to all of those friends and family who we do not
often find time to see during the year. It strikes
me that the majority of content of this letter is a
rehashing of the past year. We mention the joy-
ful happenings of the children, their accom-
plishments, whether or not Matt got a deer du r-
ing hunting seasonii all those important things.
And then we conclude the letter looking forward
to the future, anticipating events in the coming

year and wishing Godds
ones.
Whil e we donot

ter as a congregation, we process the events of
our corporate lives in the same manner. As 2009
comes to a close, we look back, remembering the
wonderful events that have happenedii the
weddings, the celebrations, the confirmations,
the baptisms; and we remember those who have
joined the communion of saints this past year,
the goodbyes shared, the tears shed.All of these
moments are part of our make up as a communi-
ty of disciples, so once more we share a few
laughs and some tears and then turn to face 2010
offeringonean-ot her Godds
year.

God has been so faithful to us, allowing us to
share ministry in this place. God has brought us
together as community where we can love one
another, encourage one another and even disa-
ree with one another; yet share a bond of peace
as we all bring our worship and praise to our
God. Because God has been consistently faithful
in the past, we can approach the new year conf-
dent that Godds
tain us through whatever lies ahead. God prom-
ises to be Emmanuel, God with us, even to the
end of the age.

| pray God be with you in the coming year :in
your homes and in your hearts. | pray that God

f or ma-l |jytheWdnferenge rddm at 8hlrény a |

bl es

be with and among us to comfort us, challenge
us, and transform us into the body God would
have us to be.

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Aileen
househol d

Ministry
Updates

Angel Ministry

Come join the fun and learn how to paint
beautiful angels that will be given to people who

thée@ &n8 éxtradassirahce Adrihg difficult timeP .V € d

We meet the third Tuesday from 1000- 11:3Gam
| e

Sl Z
S:y\\\ s o S
Gt

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The KnittWitts and the Prayer Shawl Mini s-
try are combining! Sorry, no more Knitt Witts.
YVe argystillikpitiing ané erochegng though! We
are always looking for more people to join us:
experienced and beginners alike. We meet the
second Tuesday of each month at a diferent per-
son's house. We took a break in December but
will meet on Tuesday, January 12" at 7:00pm at
the home of Jane Bogardus. Join Us! It's a fun
group for conversation, ideas, learning, and
laughs é oh, and knitting and cr ocheting too.

Please contact the church office for more n-

ntinme to du$- u formatrs abgut ithe greup or if you want to

learn, | can hook you up with some of the more
experienced people (I'm a beginner!). Se Ja-
guie VanAuken if you'd like to knit or crochet a
prayer shawl. They are made for those of the
congregation and community in need.
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Spiritual Growth Anyone interested in making bracelets to sup-
- ort Ernads Hope, | edng e cC
The Splntl.]al G_rowth_ Group  recently garty January 15" in the Fellol?/vship Hapll begir?f
wrapped up a lively discussion of ways that we ning at 6:30pm. Supplies are provided and some-
can reorient ourselves to God's perspective ,nq il teach you. We collect old sequins, beads,
through habits like practicing God's presence,  gnqg jewelry to decorate cloth dolls that are given
choosing joy, and embracing solitude (as de- i each comfort bag. Please contact the church
scribed in "Your God is Too Safe” by Mark Bu-  office for more information or to purchase a
chanan). In January, we will be turning to the  pracelet ($8.00).
book of James using the NIV Quiet Time Bible.
We will meet on January
5h at 7:00pm in the Wor- Patchworkers
ship Extension to discuss The Patchworkers ministry will have their
the first three readings first meeting of the new year on Monday, Janu-
(James 1:12:13), and on ary 11th, 2010. We will be working on quilts and
January 19" at 7:00pm to quilt kits. We meet in the fellowship hall at the
discuss readings 4-6 (James  church from 9:00am until 1:00pm. We bring our
2:144:10). Please join us, recognizing that we all sewing machines and a bag lunch to enjoy our
have insights to share as we explore God's Word day. All are welcome. Please contact the church
together! Readings are available at: office for more info rmation.
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/james/
Please contact the church office for more n- : . :
formation. Friendship Circle
Anot her month has flown by. We welcome
visitors and new members to join us any time.
Gilligand6s | sl and Bigalrienét St udy
Come and explore the seven deadly sins. We
meet the second Tuesday of each month at The Messiah Travel Group
10:30am in the conference room. We then join L
. The next meeting is Monday,
the JOY Group for food, fun, and fellowship. :
January 18". Join us as we hear
We also meet the second Wedngday Qf each from Betty Bartell & Beverly Z a-
month from _1:45- 2:45[:_)rr_1 at Fleming Point (on jowski about their travels to Spain
Latta Road) in the television room. Please c®- 4.4 the Middle East. We also need all of you to
tact the church office for more info rmation. help us! If you have a travel story and/or exp e-
rience youdd I|like to share

JOY Group

We will meet the second Tuesday of January
for food and fellows hip. Please join us for our
Movie Afternoon! Come, bring a dish to pass,
and see what we will be watching. Who will
bring the popcorn?

to show, Please contact the church officeand we
will be glad to make you part of the Travel
Groupods s Marleyburlcadendars for the
Travel Group meeting left before the summer
break:

Monday, February 15t
Monday, April 19 th

Monday, March 15t
Monday, May 17t






