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Upcommg Events ERNAG HOPE BOWL-A-THON
A Success!
/*\'.b( NERNA’S HOPE ~ Held at Dewey Gardens in Greece on August
/4*' 16h, the Bowl-a-thon was a great success.Er na o s
{r/}’].f" BEADING PARTY Hope will be able to provide our comfort bags to

many more women newly diagnosed with Ovar -

ian Cancer because you hel;%e I' Our heartfelt
fhanks to olir Messiah }arcﬁily for yc()aur ddn&tions

of time and money to helrg
legacy. We hope you enjoyed this family day of
bowling for a good cause.

Anyone interested in making bracelets to
support Ernads Hope, p |
beading party November 20" in the Fellowship
Hall beginning at 6:30pm. Supplies are provided
and someone will teach you. We collect old se
quins, beads, and jewelry to decorate cloth dolls
that are given with each comfort bag. Contact the
church office with any questions.

We Celebrate Baptismal
Letter from the Editor Connections

By: Joey Brognano

As we celebrate our baptisms, we would love

_Aloha! As promised from my last letter, int his 1, 6w your baptismal date. In the Narthex,
edition you will find: more pictures ( fewer than | ou will find a basket of leaves. Please fill one

had hoped, but IRCE a s Lﬁénh P%aveaitr]n he Sagket.u Yo \%il‘i e adf dg%m

Bekki Robbinsd blog oLife, and Lear ni n t e
. . to the vine your month_approaches. Plegse
Porcho: reflecting on < ommq cCabu
. . help Till'up our walls with lots ot leaves an
ary. Coming from an editor; t

. , S g 00d.
opportunities to celebrate our connection to €ach
other through our baptisms. Please call the
church office with any questions.

Kathleen Sellrecht also provided a nice follow -up
articl e omiope Bowl-AETham.a 0

In addition, | also want to draw your attention
to a few articles that stand out from the usual

ofare. 6 First, the Congre for
2009 i dent i f iengths &lwdl asiaedsd s ! I\/l
where the congregation desires growth. Next, the PaStOr S essage

Online Privacy Policy (as recently drafted by Com- _
munications committee members involved with Dear Friends,

online publication ) has been published Finally, | thank my God every time | remember you, constantly
Reconciling in Christ is group recently formed to  praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,

foster a faith-filled and supportive relationship because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
with the LGBT community. As you can see, The until now. Philippians 13-4

Heraldis growing. If you would like to help, email

: _ As | look around Messiah, | see so much for
me at messiah.herald@gmail.com.

(Pastor & Message pagelb)
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Soup and Study ? The Deaconds Corner

By: Jacquie VanAuken
November 22nd at 5:30pm Z S y a
Bring the whole family! - — Thank you for all of your kind words and
Please sign b on the/?-’ prayers in support of my service among you.
communications N’ > Please segage 9 for the Ministry Updates .

board for meal planning.

Operation Ch ristmas Child
Habita t for Humanity By: Larry Dennis

Let Kellyds Farm Mar ke tAsigglegshoebexdujl of Ropel,What g gifsto
year! This Thanksgiving, the Greece Churches give to a child who never heard of Jesus Christ,
Habitat Project will ha&owngdearythipgrophar o | Chyigmas ig 5 1 n
Market available for order. Varieties include  about sharing the gift of God's Son, Jesus Christ,
Apple Crumb, Apple Raspberry, Apple Cran - with the world. You can share Hi s love with
berry, and Pumpkin. This year a two-pound needy children in Honduras,
Apple Crisp is also available. Pies and the Loaf Kosovo, or another country
are $14.00 each (same price as at the farm mar by taking part in Operation
ket) with all proceeds going to build our Habitat Christmas Child. Complete
home on Campbell Street. You can order and details are in the Operation
pay for the pies during the coffee hours between ' Christmas  Child brochure
church services November 1st, 8, and 15h. The located in the Narthex. Boxes are due back the
pies will be available for pickup at church on  Weekend of November 14t
Tuesday, November 24" from 10:30amdl2:3om
and from 5:00 & 7:00pm. These are large, heavy
pies (about four pounds) and will provide eight
to ten servings each. Buy several and help build
our Habitat House!

@ @
This Fall,
the Library Committee is
sponsoring a

Reading Contest!

Seepage 13 for more details.

Prayer Corner

Those known ill, hospitalized , or recuperating :

Nancy Kuhfuss, LJ Schneider, Leo Dugan,
Bruce Thornton, Marilyn Lill |
god’speople WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP

and Heather Munnings .

7 Prayer Groups are people coming together
regularly to pray for the mission of the congreg -

Those who mourn:

Family of George Baron prayer  ation. We welcome you to join us anytime that
Family of Susan Lil e fits in your schedule.
Remember, Me s s 2 rayer

Chain adds prayer support for B When: Tuesdays 8:369:00 a.m.

our members and their families. Please call the Where: SoHo Bagel Café in

church office (865-1866) with any prayer request, Stone Ridge Plaza

hospitalization or need. Please keep these and Questions: For more information, S

the Vision of Messiah in your daily prayers. please call the church office.
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HUB Overview
By: Dave Best

This month, | have two items to discuss: Hub
election and participation of all members.

Hub elections will be at the annual meeting
in January. At the November Hub meeting, the
nominating committee will present their recom -
mendations. However, additional nominations
can be made. The three positions that will be
voted on in January are president, faith form -
ation ministry leader, and financial director/
stewardship ministry leader. If you are interest-
ed in serving in any of these positions, please
contact one of the pastors or me.

There were two events recently that made
me think even more about all member participa -
tion. At the last Hub meeting, our main topic
was discussion the
ministries prior to the first draft of the 2010
budget. | was expecting to hear things like, 0We
need more budget t o
main need of most of the ministries was more
participation in our existing programs and more
ideas for new programs. Money is important,
but secondary to

The second event was the Congregational
Ministry Assessment we are completing as part
of our yearly evaluations. The largest strength is
Small Group Opportunities: things like Fellow -
ship and Service, prayer shawls, patch workers,
Ernads Hope, JOY,
day Adult Education, etc. We are blessed with
many ways to serve each other. The largest Op
portunity is Congregational Participation. One
especially interesting comment from a member
i S 0So many
ed their obligations by occasional service atten
dancefi they need to contribute their skills to the
betterment of Messi ah.

If you are active in our ministries and other
activities, thank you. If you are not so active,
please prayerfully consider what you may be
called to do to serve and participate at Messiah.
It d 0 e s nodhe a lar@er e@mmitmenth all
involvement is important.

do

Sal ad/ Soup

0

Communications
By: Vicki Robinson

Wear our brand with pride! Have you ever
wished that Messiah's name could be as ubi-
quitous as those political bumper stickers that
people still have on their cars, nearly a year after
the election? Me too! Well, now you can get
your own colorful Messiah Evangelical Lutheran

0 wi sChurch hugpessticken fAndtcdffee muga Amdo u s

t-shirt. And polo shirt. And a whole lot more!

We have a CafePress.com storeonline at
<htth:#vwavng.cafepresswamnvmessiahluthehas  >.
CafePress lets organizations and individuals up-
load art of their choosing and designate various
products to sell. There is no cost to Messiah for

peopl e thisstyge meither arg weamnaking any money. It's

completely revenue neutral. And you can wear
our Messiah logo with satisfaction, to proclaim
to the entire community that you have a church
home that you're proud to show!

and Study, Sun

Faith Formation
By: Scott Bourque

Every month | usually spend this space

me mber s -f ¢ehhirlg the Messiah family yabolt ¢he wonderdul f i |

things going on in the Ministry of Faith Forma -
ton. Thi s month |1 0dm goi mg
This month | want you to tell the Faith Forma -
tion Team what you would like to see in the way
of differe nt and new programs or improvements
to existing programs. We welcome any and all
suggestions. The Faith Formation Team is look-
ing forward to your ideas! You can call, email , or
speak to me directly with any constructive ideas.
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HUB CAPS continued Property
By: Gary Makowiecki
Finance

By: Wayne Reabold

Below is the financial report for both the
month of September and our year to date totals.
As reflected below, our expenses exceeded our
income by $2,026 for September. On a year to
date basis, our income continues to exceed our
expenses by $805. On the expese side, we are
favorable (we are spending less than our budget-
ed amount) by $11,270. However, on the income
side, we are unfavorable (we are behind on our
pledged and miscellaneous (i.e., loose, special
offerings) by $10,465.

General Fund Financial Report

August, 2009 Year to Date
Income $25,306 Income  $249,785
Expense  $27,332 Expense $248,980
Change in Change in

Cash Flow 2926 | cachFlow 3800

Thank you for your continued financial sup -
port for Messiah and our mission. However, if
you are behind in your giving, please consider
making up the short fall. Because of your sup
port and commitment, our staff and members
continue to provide excellent programs and op -
portunities for the congregation. Thanks again
and we hope you had a great summer.

~The Messiah Hub~

; N <8 J R
5 A A5 ‘&-' o
g o~ . .

Well, up to a week ago all was quiet on the
property front. Then the call came out for a
power outage at the church. With the help from
Jim and Rod it was determined that two -thirds
of the building was out. After a quick check from
Jim& trusty voltmeter we realized that power
was not getting to the church from outside.
With a not so quick call to R.G. & E., help arrived
by 10:0Qpm and two fuses were replaced on the
power pole on Mount Read Blvd. Back in
business! Thanks to all who helped that night
and for the patience that prevailed that night. By
the way, Scott, that wine may not be safe next
time!

| hope all of you are having a great Fall.
Don't forget to check on the condition of your
snow shovels before the first snowfall and make
sure your firewood has been ordered.

Reach Out
By: Tarri Mundt

There has been much discussion and concern
about the upcoming Flu Season, and your Hub
has suggested some changes in how we at Mes
siah participate in our weekly Worship services
that will hopefully safeguard all from possible
germ spreading. The frequent use of Hand Sank
tizer is one such safeguarding measure. Saniiz-
ers will be made available in all common areas
and the congregation is encouraged to donate
individual Hand Sanitizers for use in the pews in
conjunction with the Passing of the Peace and
Communion. | would like to encourage every -
one to take these saéguarding measures serious
l'y and be respectful of
this issue. We do not wish to curtail hospitality
and friendly exchanges, but only seek to mini-
mize exposure to germs and contagions.

Your Reach Out team is exploring ways to
extend a welcoming hand to those who express-
ed an interest in developing a church relation -

(Reach Out, page %
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Stewardship
HUB CAPS continued By: Wayne Reabold
Hopefully , by now you have received your
Service stewardship package for our "Make It Simple"

By: Clive Daunton

Work continues on the Greece Churches
Habitat for Humanity house. Thanks to all those
who have volunteered their time to work on the
house. There will continue to be opportunities
to work on the house through November. You
do not need to be an expert carpenterto work on
the house. The construction coordinators will
supply you with the tools you need and provide
you with instruction. It is an excellent way to
learn a new skilll You can sign up to work at
<www.greecehabitat.org >. If you want more in -
formation please contact Fred Fant, Jeff Gersten
berger or myself. A generous donor has pledged
up to $1,500 in matching donations towards the
house. If you wish to make a contribution , please
make a check out to Greece Churches Habitat
Project and place in the offering plate or send to
the church office.

During November , we will be collecting food
for Thanksgiving Food Baskets to give 12 fam
ilies in need. We need everything required to
make a Thanksgiving meal for a family : turkey,
potatoes, vegetables, etc. In particular there is a
need for non-perishable items. The Greece Food
Shelf matches usup with families who would
otherwise not be able have a Thanksgiving meal.
Last year, in addition to supplying baskets for 12
families, we were able to make a large donation
of food to the Food Shelf. As you can imagine,
in the current economic climate there is a great
need to be met. Many thanks to the JOY group
for coordinating this activity.

We continue to collect warm coats for stu-
dents in the Greece School District. There is a
need for sizes from kindergarten through adult.
If you have gently worn coats that no longer
have a use please bring them to church so they
can be given to a child who would otherwise be
without a warm coat for the winter.

campaign. If not, please call the church and we
will get you one as soon as possible. The cam
paign will end on November 8 t, Pledge Com
mitment Sunday o when we begin to determine
how the commitment of your time, talents, and
treasure will be used to support the ministries
and mission of Messiah. Please prayerfully con
sider your giving to our future.

Thank you again for your commitment and
support during 2009. | know that the economy
and other issues have affected every member of
Messiah, either directly or indirectly . John 1334-
35 reads,"A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another." In
spite of these tough times, | am continually im-
pressed by the generosity of our members.
Thank you!

Members of the Stewardship Team are also
leading the Adult Education hour on November
1st and 8" discussing bible verses that relate to
our campaign theme, "Make It Simple." If you
have not attended the Educational Hour, please
join us, I'm sure you will be glad you did.

We will again be collecting "gently used"
coats and boots for the needy schoolchildren in
Greece. Last year's program was a great success
and we hope to repeat that success this year.

Reach Out, continued from page 4

ship with us by completing the forms available

at our recent End of Summer Sampler. If you are
interested in assisting the team with this out-
reach, join us for our next scheduled meeting on
Thursday, November 12t at 7:00pm in the
Conference Room. We welcome any ideas or
suggestions on how to spread our desire to
Celebrate what is so very special about our
Messiah experience!
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HUB CAPS continued Youth & Family Ministry
By: Pastor Kit
Worship

By: Sandy Moncrief

Thanks be to God for the dedication and en-
thusiasm of Messiahdos -
ober meeting took place on October 12", At that
time, we made plans for Fall worship opportuni -
ties through the week of November 22nd (Christ
the King Sunday), including Thanksgiving Day.
We had a great time choosing hymns and dis-
cussing liturgy! We w ould love to have you join
us! Our next meeting will be Monday, Novem -
ber 2nd at 6:30pm at church to plan for Advent
(beginning November 29) and Chri stmas.

At the October meeting, we also discussed re
placing the projector we use for worship and
other presentations. Thank you to Jeff Gersten
berger and Jim VanAuken for their time and
effort on this project! More to come at later
meetings.

The new Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Hymnals are now in use and have been well re-
ceived thus far. We look forward to delving into
them even more as time passes and we become
better acquainted with liturgy settings and
hymns. Again, thank you to all who have don at-
ed toward these new hymnals. It is not too late
if anyone wishes to make a donation and a dedi-
cation d please contact me any time!

We 6 ve pl an rceirgwaershimepper-
tunities for this Fall, with a celebration theme!
Join your Messiah family for worship at either
8:30am or 11:00am on Sundays or 5:0pm each
Saturday afternoon. See you in church!

If you would like to be a reporter, or if you
have any articles or information to submit
to The Herald, you can email the Editor at:

Messiah.Herald@gmail.com

Or, you can fill out the new Article
Submission form and leave it in The
Herald mailbox #21.

Each week during Advent, we light the Ad -
vent Wreath with the help of congregation mem -
bers d families, couples, or individuals. There is a

Wehors rbading arfdea goraner alon@ with the light -

ing of the advent candle(s). If you think this is
something you would like to do please sign -up
in the narthex or contact the church office. We
need volunteers for all three services.

HUB Email Addresses

Dave Best

Scott Bourque
Clive Daunton
Gary Mackowiecki
Sandy Moncrief
Tarri Mundt
Wayne Reabold
Vicki Robinson
Pastor Kit

Condensed Congregational Ministry
Assessment 2009
By: Dave Best

As part of our yearly performance assess
ment of our staff, we also conduct a Congreg-
ational Ministry Assessment. About 50 members
are asked to:

« |dentify th ree strengths of our congregational
ministry (What is our congregation doing
well?)

« |dentify three growth areas for our congrega -
tional ministry (Where do we need improve-
ment?)

Following is a condensed summary of the com-

ments we received. The number on the left sig-
nifies how many of the 32 respondents identified
the item. It is clear that we have much to Cele-
brate and some areas to work on. It is so import-
ant that we all make a strong commitment to our
growth areas. The full summary will be on our
website soon. At the Adult Education Hour on
(Ministry Assessment, page’)
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Ministry Assessment, continued from pagé&

November 15t% we will have a discussion on our
assessment of ourselves and how we can grow to
better serve the Lord.

Strengths of Congr egational Ministry

17 Small Group Opportunities & Willing to ex -
pand / enhance programs to meet interess

of the congregation.

16 Outreach o6 Local Social ministry, choosing
realistic larger ministries, Christmas Child,
the Gulf trips .

12 Education & Growing Faith through Educa -
tion for all ages. Our worship is grounded
in scripture and tradition, but open to d i-
verse ways of interpretation. We are open
to the needs and desires of the congrega
tion. Sermons always inspire reflection .

11 Great Pastors d Closeness they give us as a
family. They share their knowledge and
love for God in an inspiring, down to earth
manner.

11 Congregational Unity/Care 9 Caring, com-
passionate members Large group concern-
ed for the wellbeing of the congregation .

7 Welcoming & Welcoming others to join us.
Openness most people have, encouraging
new people they are welcomed.

7 Lay Leadership & People who lead and par-
ticipate in ministries do a good job. Allows
pastors to focus on essential tasks.

2 Youth o There is now a core group of youth
who are more frequently present at church.
Providing many youth opportunities to
grow in faith and inclusion in membership.

Other Strengths

e |love my Messiah Family .

e Care for our elderly members.

e Shepherding

e Talent of individuals in t he congregation.

e Responsible fiscal management

e Super-talented music director who puts his
soul into the music.

4
Growth Areas for Congregational Ministry

21 Congregational Participation & People will -

ing to help, no matter how small the job.
So many members feel they have fulfilled
their obligations by occasional service
attendancei they need to contribute their
skills for the betterment of Messiah. Invol -
vement of members hanging on the side-
lines. We have a wealth of gifts yet to be
explored.

17 Attract New Members 0 If we can get peo-
ple in here to experience what we have,
they will love us at once (as my family did) .

12 Youth and Family Programs o More whole -
family participation . Involving more fam -
ilies in service and spiritual growth op -
portunit ies as well as fellowship.

7 Worship 6 Continued development of our
Saturday contemporary service. Better lit-
urgical songs/ music can be an attraction to
visitors, but it needs to be appealing and
easy to follow.

5 Advertizing o Outreach needs letter adver-
tising, signage, etc.

Communications 0 Increasethe awarenessof
service opportunities among members.

Community Outreach & Understanding of
the faith needs of the community imme -

di ately around Messt ah
i ngd from r edices.ar f aith
3 Financial Giving 0 Increase financial giving .
Other Growth Areas
o Pastoral Caredmaybe a small ministry to help
the pastors when they have special needs.
e More interesting topics for adult education .
e Building Community: While there are many
beginnings, | still get a sense this congrega
tion doesndt know itself

e Ministry to single adults .
e Encouraging more small groups focused on
spiritual growth or nurturing faith.

§
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Life and Learning at the Porch
By: Bekki Robbins

Messiah Lutheran Church
Online Privacy Policy

This is a place where | Wileflect on my learning BY: Vicki Robinson

and observations, as | spend a year worshiping and Messiah has had a wetsite for several years,
working as an intern at Jacob's Porch, Lutheramyt current plans for that site include archives of
Campus Ministry of the Ohio State University. FeelThe Herald and more reporting on current activi-

free to browse the content of these entries, using whai

| see and learn as yoawn tools for ministry.Follow
my blog online at:
http://experimentsinministry.blogspot.com

Friday, October 2, 2009

Take One

| am beginning something new, here in this
place and thus far, | have had my hands and feet
in so many different things that | have not
written. | hope to write once a week. | have not
given attention to storge the Greek word for love
of those not present or love of the stranger. And
that's what this blog is for. It is a place to inform
and dialogue in love with those not present.

So here is my first attempt at doing this blog
thing and | will begin as we begin here at the
Porch, with the Word.

But thanks be to God, who always leads us as
captives in Christ's triumphal procession and

uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge
of him everywhere. For we are to God the
pleasing aroma of Christ among those who
are being saved and those who are perishing.
To the one, we are an aroma that brings
death; to the other, an aroma that brings life.
And who is equal to such a task? Unlike so
many, we do not peddle the word of God for

profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak

before God with sincerity, as those send from
God. (2 Corinthians 2: 1417)

This week, both Jacob's Porchand Pastor Jaywill
be centering on this text. It is also atext that Jay
read to the staff on our retreat and as he intro-
duced us to a common vocabulary that we might
all draw from: "the aroma of the knowledge of
(Life and Learning, page 9

s that the church has undertaken. This has led
to understandable concerns about online priv-
acy. We are committed to the following actions:

¢ ldentifying information (names, telephone
numbers, and e-mail addresses) that appear
in the paper Herald will be stripped for the
online, archived version. Sentences like
"For more information, please call Martin
Luther at 621-0000" will be replaced with
"For more information, please call the
church office."

e Photographs of children younger than Con -
firmation -age with identifiable features will
be removed from the online Herald Pictures
of the backs of heads or large diffuse
groups (for example, pictures of the park-
ing lot during the Summer Sampler celebra-
tion) will remain.

e Photographs of Confirmation -age youth
and adults will remain in the online Herald
with names or other identifying informa -
tion removed.

e Photographs of adults that appear on the
website's main page will never have identi-
fying information attached to them. Pic-
tures of children younger than Confirma -
tion-age will be used only with parents' or
guardians' permission.

We want to strike a balance between preseving
and respecting the privacy of our disciples and
keeping our children safe, while allowing the
community to see what a vibrant and interesting
place Messiah is.
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Life and Learning, continued from page 8 God, grant us wisdom. Place in our hearts and on
our lips the vocabulary that is from you and perfect
for the commurties in which we lead and learn. Help
us to be your communicators, knowing that it is not

him" and "the pleasing aroma of Christ."
Allow me to back up. Vocabulary .

In your ministry , what common vocabulary
do you have? If you're a leader especially, do
you have a common vocabulary that your co-
workers, your yo uth, your congregation, or your
children understand? There is an intentionality
in choosing a vocabulary and in teaching it and
making clear what these words mean, yet allow -
ing and embracing room for interpretation.

Why is this common vocabulary important?
How many of us have been in church experi-
ences where communication is unclear and it de-
stroys relationships or community. It keeps the
outsider out and makes the insider all the more
happy to cling to their insides.

How many times do you hear, "Is Jesus your
personal Lord and Saviour" and you want to run
for the hills? Or you step into a church and you
don't hear the word, the name, "Jesus" at all and
again you want to run for the hills. In church
leadership anyhow, it is critical that we unpack
some of our words, our terms, our language and
make sure that we, the leaders know what we're
talking about so the people whom we are mini -
stering with and to aren't frightened or ready to
run, but can ask what we're talking about and
we can dialogue and maybe all of us will walk
away with a clearer understanding of the lang -
uage we useas Christians.

So, an example: The pleasing aroma of Christ.

That's something that | have been called to be
as an intern at Jacob's Porch.According to scrip -
ture, you are also called to it.

But what does it mean? And how do we do
it? And who is reall y doing it, us or Christ? And
who is it for, us of God? Questions, questions.

| think for this week I'll leave it at that. | en -
courage you to think or rethink your language,
as | am doing here with the people at Jacob's
Porch, and ask yourself: does this language, this
vocabulary, resonate with the Word and the per -
son of Jesus, the foundation of any ministry that
we ever hope to happen?

our words that matter, but yours. Help us to find

your words or to open our ears enough to hear them.

Amen.

§

Youth and~amilyFun!

Advent Calendars

The first Sunday of Advent is November 28 t,
We want to help you get ready to celebrate. Join
us for a potluck on Sunday November 15" at
12:15pm. Afterwards, weol
Advent Calendar keepsakes for your families to
use this Advent Season and in the years to come.
Please signup in the narthex. For more inform -
ation or to help, contact the church office.

8

Ministry
Updates

Angel Ministry

Come join the fun and learn how to paint
beautiful angels. This month we will be meeting
November 17t. We meet the third Tuesday from
1000- 11:3(am in the conference room at church.

y

A =4
[

Prayer Shawl Ministry

| am looking for people who would like to
either knit or crochet prayer shawls. These
shawls are used both in the cangregation and to
our extend family in the community. Please call
the church office for more information.
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Reconciling in Christ
By: Vicki Robinson

Why was this group formed?

The RIC group at Messiah Lutheran Church
seeks to foster corversation about the roles of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT)
people within our church and the ELCA by
opening our hearts and our minds, by building
and strengthening relationships, by reaching
across barriers, and,
over time, by fost-
ering constructive
engagement  with
each other through
education, science,
testimony and the
discerning study of
God's living word,
the Holy Scriptures.

Our Goal:

Because gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen
der persons and their families are often scorned
by society and alienated from the Church, we
wish to make known our caring and concern. It
is for this purpose that we propose that Messiah
Lutheran Church become a congregation recon-
ciled in Christ, and affirm the following:

¢ that people of all sexual orientations and gen-
der identities share the worth that comes
from being unique individuals created by
God;

¢ that people of all sexual orientations and gen-
der identities are welcome within the mem -
bership of this congregation upon making a
common, public Affir mation of faith; and

¢ that as members of this congregation, people
of all sexual orientations and gender identi -
ties are expected and encouraged to share in
the sacramental and general life of this con-
gregation.

L 4
Why "Reconciling in Christ?"

We are taking our commission from Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and the Galatians.

2 Corinthians 5: 17821

ITherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Chr ist and gave us the mini-
stry of reconciliation: %hat God was recon-
ciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting men's sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconcilia-
tion. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ's be -
half: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

Galatians 3: 26629

26You are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus, 2"for all of you who were bap -
tized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek,
slave nor free, male nor female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus. 29f you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise.

What's Happening?

Who: Rev. Jamie Kenyon, MDiv, MS, from
the Pastoral Counseling and Family

Therapy Group, Rochester NY

When: November 15h, Education Hour
November 19", 6:30pm (A repeat of
Sunday's presentation, but bring your
questions, and come hungry; there will
be pizza).
November 22nd, Education Hour, Con-
gregational conversation & discussion.
What: Human Sexuality and Homosexuality
Rev. Kenyon will address questions a-
bout homosexuality: Why are some
(Reconciling in Christ , pagell)
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Reconciling in Christ , continued from pag&0: mous, samegender relationships to serve as
people gay? Is it a choice? Can gay rostered | eaders of
people change? Is there a connection (Adopted 559-451)
between homosexuality and pedophilia?  Resolution 4: This resolution called upon mem -
What's normal and what isn't? Please bers to respect the bound consciences of
bring your questions! those with whom they disagree; declared in-
tent to allow structured flexibility in decision -
Who:  Scott Fearing, making about candidacy and the call process;

Gay Alliance of the Genesee

When: December 13, Education Hour
December 17, 6:3Qom with pizza!

What: Gay In America

There will be more speakers and opportunities
for discussion and study in 2010, including Bible
study.

Background:

In July 2009, The Churchwide Assembly of
the ELCA met in Minneapolis, MN. They had a
full agenda of considering and voting on many
resolutions that affect the life of the church and
the way we approach our ministries. Among
these, te resolutions that drew the most passion
from within the ELCA and interest from the
world outside the ELCA were these four (listed
in the order in which they were passed):

Resolution3: 0 RESOL VED, t impld-
mentation of any resolutions on minist ry pol -
icies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one an-
other's burdens, love the neighbor, and res
pect the bound consciences of all.”

(Adopted 771-230 as amended)

Resolution1l: 0 RESOL VED, t h aco-
mmit itself to finding ways to allow congreg -
ations that choose to do so to recognize, sup
port and hold publicly accountable life -long,
monogamous, samegender r el

(Adopted 619-402)

Resolution2: 0 RESOL VED, t hat-
mmit itself to finding a way for people in
such publicly accountable, lifelong, monoga-

ati

eliminated the prohibition of rostered ser-
vice by members in publicly accountable,
lifelong, monogamous same-gender relation-
ships; recognized and committed to respect
the conviction of members who believe that
the ELCA should
not call or roster
people in commit-
ted samegender re-
lationships; called
for development of
accountability
guidelines; directed
that amendments to
ministry policy documents be drafted and
approved; and stated that this church con-
tinue to trust congregations, bishops, synods
and others responsible for determining who
should be called into public ministry.

(Adopted 667-307 as amended)

in the Members

Vicki Robinson, Sharon Gigliotti , Lynne
Hunter , Laurie Sweet, Rod Speer, JoAnne
Ligtenberg, and LIoyd Overmoyer .

§
d

Greece Food Shelf
Collection of the Month:

Thanksgiving Items

Place these items in the wicker baskets at
4 the lower entrance.

t his



Pagel?2 L 2 X2 The Herald
4 L4
w Gilligandés 1 sl and
S Meets the first Wednesday of each month
5 from 1:45 - 2:45pm at Fleming Point on Latta
M ESSIAH G BOOK CLUB Road. For more information, please call the
Join us Tuesday, November 24t at 7:00pm church office.
for Pastor K irdllgbass by ®andrae w___o f
Dallas. This book weaves a fascinating story
about a townds inhabitants and their response t

the Japanese who live at the Tallgrass Intern
ment camp. Our discussion will extend to the
parable of the Wheat and the Weeds and will
help us all think about how we respond to those
who we perceive to be diff erent from us.

JOY Group

Come one come all to this very fun group of
people. We meet the second Tuesday of the
month. For November 10t we will be meeting in
the conference room at 10:00amfor Bible study
and then continue wi th a soup and sub lunch.
Please sign up on the cube wall for what you
would like to bring. Come find out why this
group puts JOY in everything we do.

Me nos

November Topic: Luth er 8 s

All men of the community are invited to join
t he menaods breakf ast
Saturday, November 14t at 8:30amin the Fell-
owship Hall. We are pleased to announce that
Pastor Aileen Robbins is our featured speaker.
Pastor Aileen will bring us the story of Martin
L ut h e rabdhisimpdcteon Christianity.

Each month we meet on the second Saturday
for a delicious breakfast, a devotion period, a
featured speaker, and Christian fellowship. For
meal planning, let us know you are coming by
using the sign-up sheet in the narthex, calling
the church office, or e-mailing the office.

For more information, please call the church
office.

Friendship Circle

Another month has flown by. We have much
to discuss and plan for the coming weeks. We
need your thoughts and time to organize our
plans for the coming holidays. Many thanks to
all of you who so generously gave to our friends
and families of Messiah, this past month. We
welcome visitors and new members to join us
any time. Bring a friend! Come to the meeting to
be held on Monday, November 2 nd at 9:30am in
our conference room.

The KnitWitts

What is a Knitwitt? Well we meet the second
Tuesday of each month at a different persond s
home. For November, we will be meeting at Sue

Br eakf as torlando s some on Tuesday, November 10t.
L i f eBring whatever project you are working on and

join in the conversations and maybe a few

laughs. You will just have to come and find out what

9 Ta%thitt dodh € n 1t

meet s

Patchworkers

The Patchworkers met in October assembling
quilts and quilt kits. We meet in the fellowship
hall at the church. Our quilts are shared with the
Battered Women's Shelter, the children at Goli-
sano Children's Hospital and our Messiah fam -
ily. Our November meeting is scheduled for
Monday , November 2nd 2009 from 10:00am &
1:00pm. Please come and join us. For more in-
formation, please call the church office.
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Spiritual Growth

The Spiritual Growth small group has been
meeting the first and third Tuesdays of every
mont h, at chur ch,
Safe6 by Buahardon. The group
has swelled in number and we wel-
come any new members. Ewen if you
havendot | qgpleasedome for
an engaging discussion about escap
ing Oborderlandodo to
t he 0 h ollb yor mard ishform -
ation, please call the church office.

SahduBdegkfast

For Women of ALL ages

Womenos

OFriends can teach you all kinds of amazing
lessons about life and God. Four friends to
consider inviting into your life:

Someone who can mentor you ( like Paul)
Someone you can mentor (like Timothy)
Someone who shows love through quiet

listening (like Mary)

Someone who shows love through service

(Li ke Martha)é

Over twenty wo -
men have enjoyed food
and fellowship the 3
Saturday morning of
each month. Be sure to
join us for a continental
breakfast, fellowship,
and our continued
study of friendship.
Bring yourself, bring a friend on Saturday,
November 21st from 8:30- 10:00am Please sign
up on the sign-up sheet in the narthex to help
with food planning. For more information,
please call the church office

:f\
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Small Group News continued

Library News

As a special, fun promotion this Fall, the

st udyLibrarg Comhitderis $péndsorimgSa readlifg

contest for all ages! Between
September 1st and December 16",
the Library Committee in -vites you
to read a minimum_of four books
from the collection in  Your
t hLibfarg@Messiah.
For each book read, just fill out a

ticket and place it in the box located
on the Library counter (blank tickets will be on
the counter). You can enter the contest as an
individual or you and your family can enter as a
unit @ have your own little contest at home! For
example, if Mom, Dad, and two children each
read one book, the four-book minimum has been
met! Justb e s ur e [YouoNama] Famif as
the name on each ticket.

The names of everyone who has read at least
four books will be placed in a drawing for the

Prize: a $20 gift card from Barnes & Noble

What a great extra gift to have on hand dur-
ing the holiday season! The drawing will take
place on Tuesday, December 16" at 7:00pm.

Remember: there are no losers! Even if you
do not win the gift card, you will have spent
some enjoyable and rewarding hours discover-
ing the library collection here, and indulgi ng in a
timeless pleasured reading!

The Messiah Travel Group

The next meeting of the Messiah Travel
Group is Monday, November 16t. The guest
speakers for that evening will be Wayne and
Mary Lou Reabold, who will be
presenting o n oPari s
heart of Normandy .6 This is
the last meeting before 2010, so
please join us. For more in-
formation, please call the
church office.




