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Wise Men
Seek [Him Still

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the
glory of the Lord rises upon you. Isaiah 60:1

Join our Ecumenical Social Justice Group as we
read together When We Walk By, by Kevin
Adler and Donald Burnes. We will discuss 1
chapter per week, with rotating facilitators.

Monday evenings, January 5th through March
30th, 2026. Online, 6:30-7:30pm

Join Zoom Meeting

https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/89402166303?pw
d=11309alglbgU60aYtQOn]bUbmXSVjOB.1

Meeting ID: 894 0216 6303
Passcode: 213028

From the book cover:

"When We Walk By takes an urgent look at
homelessness in America, showing us what
we lose--in ourselves and as a society--when
we choose to walk past and ignore our un-
housed neighbors. And it brilliantly shows
what we stand to gain when we embrace our
humanity and move toward evidence-based,
people-first solutions, offering social analysis,
economic and political histories, and the real
stories of

people experiencing homelessness."

There are 5 copies in the County Library Sys-
tem. It is available in e-book, audio book, and
paperback from various sources online.

Please RSVP to Pastor Cheryl
at cherylmfrank@yahoo.com or 730-1719 and
let me know if you need a book ($20 or schol-
arship).

Come all 13 sessions or as often as you are able.
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Two Important Dates
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e Finance Forum: Sunday January 18 after
the 10 am service

e Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 25 after
the 10 am service.

Both will be zoomed, using the same link as
Sunday worship. us04web.zoom.us/j/573579627

PASTOR’S, MESSAGE |

e L

As I write this we are in the
busy-ness of the Christmas
season. The Longest Night
Service is prepared and
about to be led. We have
held the Angel Tree Party
and our Food Pantry mara-

; 4 thon distribution has been a
success. The altar guild has purchased the
poinsettias and the shut-ins have received their
lay home communion visits. The tree is up, the
wreaths are hung and Willie has been practic-
ing, practicing, practicing with the choirs.

I love this time of year with the involvement
with the wonderful disciples of Messiah. I love
filling bags and making ornaments with chil-
dren and hanging banners (a little to the left,
no, a little to the right now....) with all of you
amazing people. It takes all of us at Messiah to
keep the ministries running and the Gospel
story alive. I notice and appreciate all that you
do. Thank you!

I also love this time of year, for not only the
opportunity to reflect on the year that has hap-
pened but also to dream about the year that is
to come. I want to take this opportunity to let
you know about a few things that will happen
early in the year. First, I will be embarking on a
trip with the Upstate New York Synod to
Zambia Jan 29 - Feb 9. We will be visiting
churches and pastors, building relationships,
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sharing stories and resources and continuing to
bear witness to the work of God in the world.
Then in February, Pastor Hans will be officially
retiring from his role as Pastoral Assistant. I
know you will celebrate with me his work
among us. He has been a tireless worker for the
Gospel, visiting and teaching and standing
outside with our Food Pantry guests engaging
them in prayer and conversation. Well done,
good and faithful servant!

Sadly, as we have enjoyed the deepening rela-
tionship with Pr. Cheryl Frank as she has
preached and led worship while I have
attended to Synodical duties, she is taking a
new job with the Baptist Church and after
February will no longer be able to be among us
to lead worship. I will sorely miss her friend-
ship and her presence. Please let her know
your

appreciation for her work among us as she
leads worship the first two weeks in February
while I am in Zambia.

I can’t wait to see what else the Spirit has in
store for us for 2026. I look forward to sharing
another year of ministry with and among you!

Peace

Pastor Aileen

A Message from Pastor Hans

Dear Fellow Members of Messiah,

Blessings and fond greetings to

. you as we celebrate the won-
drous entry of God-in-Christ
into humanity!

In January I will complete my
seventh year as the “Pastoral
Assistant” of our congregation. These 84
months have been a wonderful gift and a deep
privilege to serve you and assist our Pastor in
this role. As Ilook over my reports from these
years, I am overwhelmed by the many ways I
have been with you as we worked together in
Christ’s name to be God’s people and serve
God’s  world. This is our mutual
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mission, and I pray that we will all grow in
faith and love as we pursue this mission
throughout our lives.

It is with many, many fond memories and, yes,
mixed emotions, to announce my retirement as
your Pastoral Assistant at the end of January. I
do so, most of all, with deep gratitude for the
joy and honor that I have been blessed with as
I have served God with you since the begin-
ning of 2019. My sadness in doing so, thank-
fully, is tempered by my “not going anywhere”
as I continue to be your fellow member in our
worship and service as brothers and sisters in
Christ’s kingdom in our world. And so, this is
my “Fare-thee-well,” and not a “Good Bye.”

Gratefully,

Pastor Hans

 ea——

By Jeff Gerstenberger

At our meeting on December 4th, Council dis-
cussed a proposal to install an Auracast hear-
ing assistance system in the sanctuary. We're
still gathering information on what type of
hearing assistance system is needed and would
work well with hearing aids that our members
and visitors use. If you have any experience
with Auracast, or have an opinion about the
need for a hearing assistance system, please
share your thoughts with Paul Williams or Jeff
Gerstenberger.

Council received a report from the Nominating
Committee listing nominees to fill the three
positions that will be open when the congrega-
tion votes on Council members at the Annual
Meeting in January. That list of nominees has
now been passed to Pastor Aileen, who will
reach out to the nominees in the order they are
listed until someone accepts the nomination for
each position.

Council officially set the date for our Annual
Meeting to be January 25t following worship.
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Our Finance Forum will be the preceding
Sunday, January 18th, also following worship.

Council also reviewed our current 2026 income
estimate, which is showing about a 1.8% de-
crease in pledged income compared to 2025.
We need to wait to the end of the year before
we can finalize our estimate for non-pledged
income in 2026, but think that there may be jus-
tification for increasing this over the amount
used in 2025. On the expense side, our current
2026 estimate is showing a 2.3% decrease.
While we won't finish preparing the 2026
budget until our January meeting, we are quite
hopeful about balancing the budget without
needing to make any program cuts.

These are just a few of the things we addressed
at our meeting; our agenda was quite full. As
always, if you have any questions or concerns,
feel free to bring those to any member of
Council for our attention.

Worship Vision:

We are a faithful and joyful
community gathered to worship,
grounded in prayer. As the Body
of Christ, we proclaim God'’s love
for the world, share our faith sto-
ries, join our voices in song, and

WOI'Sh|p create space for all God’s children
to fully offer their praise to God.

ew.Jey

T %2026 %+ -



Page 4 224

Joy Beyond the Bend

Joy Beyond the Bend is a group for any-
one who has experienced a loss of any kind in-
cluding the loss of a relationship or the loss of
a beloved pet. We will be going to lunch on
January 20 at Ricci's and will leave the church
parking lot at 11:00 am. When we return to the
church, our meeting begins with a check-in,
followed by a meditation topic, and then we
play Crazy Rummy (a simple card game with
instructions and a card shuffler available) un-
til 4:00 pm. Please call Joyce (225-3868) or
email (jckokopuff@gmailcom) with questions
and to RSVP for lunch by the dead-
line, Saturday, January 17. The quick response
for reservations is appreciated. Our objective is
to fill a need for Christian fellowship and foster

2%

friendships. All are welcome. Please come join
us.

Spiritual Growth
By Julie Gerstenberger

Spiritual Growth meets the 1t and 34 Tuesday
of the month. Join us for study, prayer, lively
discussion, and discovery. Join us at:
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https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/81810845014?pw
d=52VhaStUVEIvOXZDRGc4elFmUHBIdz09
or Audio only: (929) 205 6099 Meeting ID: 818
1084 5014#

Lunch Bunch
By Janet-Graves-Wright

The Lunch Bunch (plant-based) is a Messiah
program focused on providing information on
the health benefits of a plant-based diet, cou-
pled with an opportunity to sample delicious
plant-based foods. We meet the first Tuesday
of the month at 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall.
Our next meeting will be January 6. Please
bring a plant-based dish to share and serving
utensil, along with your own table service and
beverage. We recognize that some people may
have food sensitivities and ask that each partic-
ipant provide a list of all the ingredients in
their food offering. Whatever your path to
healthy nutrition may be, you are welcome to
join us for fellowship and discussion. Flyers
with food preparation guidelines are available
in the narthex. You do not have to follow a
plant-based diet or be a vegan to join our
group. You just have to eat like one when you
are with us! For those who are unable to join
us in person, the meeting will be simultaneous-
ly hosted on Zoom. To join the video confer-
ence, use this link:

https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/86739017002?pwd=V
TIEZnRYbmQzTk1RNVRUZjBGalU27z09

To join by telephone, call (929) 205-6099
Meeting ID: 867 3901 7002 Passcode: 978697

Questions? Contact Janet Graves-Wright at

JanetG.ROWellness@gmail.com
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Chair Yoga and Meditation

Chair Yoga and Meditation meets every
Wednesday from 10 to 11 am. It's fun, relaxing
and good for the body and mind with a little
socialization included. We start with a
brief chat period, followed by a prayer, the yo-
ga chair exercises and end with aten-
minute meditation session. No expensive exer-
cise equipment is required, and anything
needed can be implemented by items you
have around the house. Since meditation is of-
ten mentioned in the daily media, perhaps you
are curious. This group is a good way to expe-
rience the relaxing effects of taking 20 minutes
a day to relax your body and quiet your mind.
All are welcome! The zoom link is published in
the Sunday announcements. This has been and
will continue to be a fun group! For more in-
formation contact Susan Roth (953-8095) or
Joyce Callen (225-3868)

Mah Jongg

All are welcome to join this group to learn the
American version that is based on the card
game Rummy. If you have played Mah Jongg
on the computer, come learn how to play it
with tiles which is very different. The game is
fun and excellent for improving concentration.
We meet in the nursery every Monday morn-
ing from 10 am until 1 pm. If you are interest-
ed, please call Marion Renfer (585-225-1530).
Come join us!
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He'Ip. Hope.
Healing.

@ Stephen Ministry —
v BN FAQ

This month we continue our series answering
some common questions about Stephen
Ministry.

Where Did It All Start? Stephen Ministry has
been around since 1975, when Kenneth Haugk,
a pastor and clinical psychologist, began the
program to expand the caregiving capacity in
his congregation in St. Louis, Missouri. Messi-
ah restarted Stephen Ministry in 2021, having
had an active Stephen Ministry in the past.

How Can Someone Receive Care from a Ste-
phen Minister? Pastor Aileen is our Stephen
Leader who coordinates referrals. If you or
someone you know could benefit from the care
of a Stephen Minister, you can talk to Pastor
Aileen or any of our other Stephen Leaders
(Pastor Hans Irmer, Julie Gerstenberger or
Breanna Dauphinee). Any of our Stephen Min-
isters would also be happy to help you under-
stand the process. (If you want to talk about
Stephen Ministry for someone else, make sure
you get his or her permission first.)

How Can I Become a Stephen Minister?
Begin by talking to Pastor Aileen or one of our
Stephen Ministers, and they can tell you more.
We usually train a new class of Stephen Minis-
ters every 2-3 years based on interest, so train-
ing is tentatively scheduled for 2026/27.
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What Does the Stephen Ministry Logo Mean?
The broken person behind the cross symbolizes
the brokenness in all our lives due to our sin
and imperfections. The whole person stands in
front of the cross because it is only through the
cross of Jesus that we are made whole. The cir-
cle symbolizes both the wholeness we receive
through Christ and God’s unending love for
us.

Messiah’s Food Pantry

Messiah’s Food Pantry has been greatly
affected by cuts to Federal Food Assistance
Programs, making the need for donations
from our congregation even greater. Our cur-
rent needs are: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, diced tomatoes), canned soup
(cream of chicken, cream of mushroom,
tomato), canned fruit; and for our kids packs:
Ramen noodle packets, instant oatmeal pack-
ets, individual size juice, 8 oz. shelf stable milk,
and applesauce pouches. Place items in the bin
in the narthex under the table between the
stairs from the main entrance into the narthex.
Gifts cards are always welcome (Aldi’s are es-
pecially helpful). Place in the offering plate or
mail. Monetary Donations to our Food Pan-
try may be made online wusing Paypal
from Messiah's Food Pantry page

http:/ /www.messiahlutheranchurch.net/cont
ent/food-pantry or using this QR code.

Note that PayPal can be used for any cred-
it/ debit card transactions - the donor does
not need to have a PayPal account.
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Creative Hands

By Sharon Stio

Join us on the first Tuesday of every month at
12:30 across from the library. Come and join us
as we knit and crochet for others.

By Paul Williams

Happy New Year to all of you! I hope all of
you had a nice holiday season, visiting with
your friends and family. Did you make your
favorite Christmas cookies and other special
dinner dishes? How about New Year’s Eve: did
you manage to stay up to midnight and watch
the Time Square Ball Drop? I don’t know how
all those people manage to stand out there for
hours and hours!

A big Messiah thank you to everyone who
helped decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for
Christmas and then came back to take it all
down. This year the task went very smoothly!

Some of you may have heard about our emer-
gency in December; let me tell all of you what
happened. On 12/3, I turned on the large boil-
er because the weather report said we’d be
down to single digit temperatures later in the
week. Our plumbing is such that either boiler
can heat our entire complex by itself, or we can
isolate each boiler, so the small boiler heats the
office area, and the large boiler heats the Sanc-
tuary, Nursery and Fellowship Hall. The large
boiler came up to temperature, 190°, and hot
water was flowing where it should. A couple
hours later, a gasket on the main 6” outlet
pipe’s flange failed and water started leaking.
Eventually it flowed under the door and was
seen by the group wrapping the Angel Tree


about:blank
about:blank

The Herald

presents. They opened the boiler room’s door
and saw the room filled with steam, and eve-
ryone evacuated the building and summoned
the fire department and me. We shut down the
boiler, checked everything out and found no
other damage. By Thursday afternoon Emcor
Betlem had finished repairs, and the boiler was
back in service.

You may remember we had major elevator re-
pairs made because the piping rusted through
and then burst. Since then, we keep a dehu-
midifier in the elevator pit to keep the humidi-
ty low. There is also a weather sensor whose
readout is in the Scout room so we can monitor
the humidity. We observed the humidity was
up, investigated and found the dehumidifier’s
drain hose to the sump pump had become
clogged with accumulated mold and gunk. An
easy fix: it is good to have remote sensors help-
ing to keep track of issues.

OK, that’s all for this month. Once again, thank
you to all who help maintain our facilities. As
always, if you see something broken, or out of

whack, or dirty, or have a suggestion, let me
know. Paul 585-732-5127

paulmwilliams01@hotmail.com

Here’s a photo of me in the elevator pit.
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Here’s a picture of our new Welcoming Sign
at the main entrance that was installed in
December.
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The Finan¢e Forum
By Andy Mitchell

November 2025 Operating Budget Summary

Nov YTD

Operating & Benevo-

lence Income $39,022.64($342,425.13
Transfers From Savings [$1,139.00 |$12,529.00
Income & Transfers

From Savings $40,161.64|$354,954.13
Actual Expense $24,382.01($311,926.11
Net Cash Flow $15,779.63|$43,028.02
Budgeted Income & Ex-

pense $30,708.33($337,791.66

(Source: PowerChurch accessed 12/12/2025)

Audit Fo¢u$

Every business and non-profit relies upon the
integrity and honesty of its members to make
wise and ethical use of funds. Audits are per-
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formed to encourage positive behaviors and
discourage theft and waste.

According to our Policy Guide, 5.9 Audits: The
financial reports and accounts of the church shall be
audited annually by the Audit Committee as de-
scribed in the Constitution. The audit shall include,
at a minimum, the operating fund, designated
funds, the Memorial Fund, and the Endowment
Fund. The Audit Committee may perform the an-
nual audit with or without external auditors and is
encouraged to refer to the ELCA Congregational
Audit Guide for suggested best practices.

Our Constitution states: C13.03. An Audit
Committee of at least two voting members shall be
appointed by the Congregation Council. Audit
Committee members shall not be members of the
Congregation Council or the Finance Committee.
Term of office will be one year. Members shall be
eligible for reelection.

Thank you to Karen DeRyke and Kacy Tread-
well-Collins for completing many elements of
our 2025 audit. Thanks to Maer Rivera for her
willingness to serve as another auditor. Julie
Gerstenberger collaborated with our audit
committee to review disbursements and Tim
Hutton supported an audit of our income.

If you are interested in joining our audit team,
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mation. We are also actively seeking an assis-
tant treasurer. Again, contact Andy if you are
interested.

What is this that I hear about you? Give me an ac-
counting of your management. Luke 16:2 (NRSV
updated edition)

Messiah Lutheran Church Online:
Keep in Touch!

Messiah’s Website:
http:/ /www.messiahlutheranchurch.net

Messiah on Facebook: Our page-
https:/ /www .facebook.com/MessiahRoc

We also have a group on Facebook,
https:/ / www.facebook.com/ eroups/MessiahRoc/

If you have any articles or information to
submit to The Herald, you may email to:

Messiahofficel@gmail.com Or place it in the
Herald mailbox #21. Deadline is the 12th of the

please contact Andy Mitchell via cell h ori

585.752.8943 or email an- month prior.

drew.mitchell@gmail.com for more infor-
Council Member\ / Position Email Address
Jeff Gerstenberger \\' L~ /7 President jgerstenberger@yahoo.com

Sheri Treadwell 7 AL Large
Ralph Jones A
Paul Williams :
Breanna Dauphinee

Lisa Klima
Amy Trichanh
Andy Mitchell
Jim Hartmann

Laurie Simonson

sheri.treadwell@gmail.com
ralphwjonesjr@gmail.com

a.dauphinee@gmail.com
theklimas@gmail.com
yelisel6@gmail.com
H.mitchell@gmail.com
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