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“Let all that you do be done in love.”
(1 Corinthians 16:14)

Outreach Ministries
By Ralph Jones

Our Outreach Ministries are built on the foun-
dation of several familiar Bible verses.

e 1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use what-
ever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms.

Concord and Messiah had long histories of
generosity, service and sharing both within our
congregations and to our surrounding com-
munities. I believe that our merger both ener-
gized us and made us aware of and prepared
to

respond to the post-pandemic realities
surrounding us: food insecurity, racial injustice
and gender discrimination, isolation, loneliness
and stress.

You supported not only existing ministries but
also recognized new opportunities and were
empowered to act.

e Luke 3:11 John answered, “Anyone who
has two shirts should share with the one
who has none, and anyone who has food
should do the same.”

Judy’s Jackets continues the winter clothing
drive in memory of Judy Merritt-Speed, its
driving force. Due to your continuing financial
and volunteer support, Messiah’s Choice Food
Pantry has grown from an emergency food
shelf and is recognized for its excellent organi-
zation and ability to deliver to our neighbors.
You've supported the Angel Tree and the Kids
Christmas Party, which bring joy to our cli-
ents’ families. The Meow Ministry helps our
needy furry neighbors.

e Galatians 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ.

e Roman 12:13 Share with the Lord’s people
who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Stephen Ministers support us when we are
anxious, stressed, or overwhelmed in our daily
lives. Hope for the Journey and the Funeral
Reception Team comforts us and our families
as we grieve. Joy Beyond the Bend, Creative
Hands and the Coffee Hour organizers pro-
vide time for fellowship. Our Home Commun-
ion and Hospital Visitation Teams reach out
to our members with spiritual and emotional
support.

Under the banner of RocUbuntu, we formed
stronger bonds with other Greece churches as
together we’ve demonstrated for social justice,
supported refugees, shared meals, festival ser-
vices and pulpit exchanges, read books, col-
lected school supplies, tutored in classrooms,
and marched in Pride parades. Together!
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There is no better description of our Outreach
activities than

e Matthew 25: 35-36 For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’

In the late first century, John charged us to
“walk the talk”.

¢ John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with
words or speech but with actions and in
truth.

The Outreach Ministries” mission is to sup-
port you in your many endeavors. Also, please
consider becoming a Thrivent associate mem-
ber - their Action Team grants support many
of

Messiah's activities.

Pancake Supper

By Jim Hartmann

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is coming
up on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, from 5:00
pm to 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The
dinner will consist of pancakes, sausage, ap-
plesauce and potato pancakes, too. It wouldn’t
be Fat Tuesday if we didn’t have Ice Cream
Sundaes for dessert. Tickets are on sale before
and after Sunday Worship at 10 am and will
also be available at the door. Tickets are $10 for
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adults, $5 for children 6 to 12, and 5 and under
are free. There is also a volunteer sign up in the
Narthex if you would like to help in anyway.
We will need help setting up, prepping, cook-
ing, serving, and cleaning up afterwards.
Questions....call Jim Hartmann 585-851-1006.
Thank you!

Stewardship ‘Taking Care’
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Coffee Hour Session

Following up with our Stewardship theme of
Taking Care, taking care of ourselves so we can
better care for others, we will be having a
special Coffee Hour presentation and discus-
sion on Mental Health. Messiah’s own Cindy
Hutton will be leading a discussion during
coffee hour on Sunday, February 22nd after
worship. Please come and join in on the dis-
cussion and learn how we can take care of
ourselves and others when it comes to mental

health.

I write this in the heart of
Epiphany, when the days are
lengthening and we wel-
come the light into our
homes and our hearts. This
month, Epiphany turns to
Lent, a time of self-reflection
v and fasting. Our corporate
worship will once again include welcoming,
and

being welcomed by, our ecumenical partners.
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Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of
ashes will be held at Greece United Methodist
Church at 7:00. I will be the preacher. Maundy
Thursday will be held at Messiah with Pr. Gary
Kubitz as preacher. (All services will be at
7:00.) Good Friday services will be held at
Greece Baptist Church. I hope you can join us
for all of these as we experience with our sib-
lings in Christ, the high Holy Days of Lent.

Our theme for Lent this year is “Tell Me Some-
thing Good.” This series take a look at the core,
foundational concepts of Jesus’ life and minis-
try, acknowledging that “the good news is
extravagant, untamed, illogical, and persistent.
It is joyful—like fine wine saved for celebra-
tion. It grows like a mustard seed that flourish-
es rapidly into a tree to shelter the birds. It
smells like expensive perfume poured from an
alabaster jar and like crumbling bread passed
endlessly through a hungry crowd. It sounds
like children laughing and like stones dropped
to the ground instead of violently thrown. It
feels like feet washed with tender care.” (Sanc-
tified Arts)

The Gospel feeds our soul with magnificent,
good news that washes over us in great waves.
As part of our Lenten Discipline this year, I
will offer a Face Book Live morning devotion
at 8:00 online using one of the question cards
from the series that will be available on the ta-
ble in the narthex prior to Ash Wednesday. If
you have not already joined the church Face-
book page, I invite you to sign on so that you
can either join live or review the devotion at a
more convenient time. I invite you to join me
and to respond and engage one another in
conversation with your own understanding of
God’s good news.

I look forward to being with you in Lent!

hello
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Pastor Aileen

Lenten Services Schedule:

February 18 Ash Wednesday at Greece
United Methodist Church (1924 Maiden
Lane) 7:00 pm

April 2 Maundy Thursday at Messiah Lu-
theran Church 7:00 pm

April 3 Good Friday at Greece Baptist
Church (1230 Long Pond Rd.) 7:00 pm

Coun

By Jeff Gerstenberger

i

The primary focus of our Council meeting on
January 8th was the completion of the proposed
budget for 2026. The final income estimate and
some proposed spending changes had been
sent out to Council members a couple of days
before the meeting, so we reviewed those up-
dates and then voted to present the budget to
the congregation for approval at the Annual
Meeting. This year’s balanced budget of
$357,200 is 3.1% less than our budget for 2025.
We ended 2025 with $29,327 unspent income,
and Council voted to: return the $8,850 we had
transferred out of the Concord Fund as part of
our 2025 budget plan, transfer $6,935 to the
Carryover Fund for use with the 2026 Operat-
ing Budget, and transfer the remaining $13,542
to the Greater Messiah Fund (primarily used
for large/unplanned expenses). Thank you for
your generous support of Messiah’s ministries!

We had further discussion about installing an
Auracast hearing assistance system in the sanc-
tuary. We know that some members find it
difficult to hear and we want to address that as
quickly and effectively as we can. We've been
told that than an Auracast system would solve
the problem, but we know that people have
different types of hearing aids and we want to
verify that the system will work with the hear-
ing aids that our members are actually using.
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We're going to arrange a demonstration and
testing session and hope that if you have diffi-
culty hearing or use a hearing aid, that you'll
come to the session and give us your feedback.

You may have noticed that the Pride flag that
was hanging on the southeast side of the build-
ing (facing the intersection of Mt. Read and
English) has been taken down (again). While
that location is good for visibility, it also gets a
lot of wind and we're still working through
how to mount the flag securely and protect it
from damage from being blown against the
brick surface of the building. We're working
on coming up with a better solution and plan
to rehang the flag as soon as we have that (and
the weather allows us to safely put it up).

Nominees for the three open Council positions
have been identified: Carol Dunn has agreed
to lead Youth and Family Faith Formation, Jo-
anne Niemi has agreed to lead Stewardship,
and Kacy Treadwell-Collins has agreed to lead
Communications. We expressed our thanks
and gratitude for the outgoing Council mem-
bers: Amy Trichanh, Jim Hartmann, and Laurie
Simonson.

As always, if you have any questions or con-
cerns, feel free to bring those to any member of
Council for our attention.

Worship Vision:
v We are a faithful and joyful
community gathered to worship,
grounded in prayer. As the Body
of Christ, we proclaim God'’s love
for the world, share our faith sto-
ries, join our voices in song, and
create space for all God’s children
to fully offer their praise to God.

Worship
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Joy Beyond the Bend

By Joyce Callen

Joy Beyond the Bend is a group for any-
one who has experienced a loss of any kind in-
cluding the loss of a relationship or the loss of
a beloved pet. We will be going to lunch on
February 17 at LongHorn Steakhouse.  The
carpool will leave the church parking lot at
11:00 am. When we return to the church, our
meeting begins with a check-in, followed by a
meditation topic, and then we play Crazy
Rummy (a simple card game with instructions
and a card shuffler available) until 4:00 pm.
Please call Joyce
(225-3868) or email (jckokopuff@gmailcom)
with questions and to RSVP for lunch by the
deadline, Saturday, February 14. The quick
response for reservations is appreciated. Our
objective is to fill a need for Christian fellow-
ship and foster friendships. All are welcome.
Please come join us.

Spiritual Growth

X

By Julie Gerstenberger

Spiritual Growth meets the 1t and 34 Tuesday
of the month. Join us for study, prayer, lively
discussion, and discovery. Join us at:
https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/ 81810845014 ?pw
d=52VhaStUVEIvOXZDRGc4elFmUHBIdz09
or Audio only: (929) 205 6099 Meeting ID: 818
1084 5014+#



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81810845014?pwd=S2VhaStUVEIvQXZDRGc4elFmUHBldz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81810845014?pwd=S2VhaStUVEIvQXZDRGc4elFmUHBldz09
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Lunch Bunch
By Janet-Graves-Wright

The Lunch Bunch (plant-based) is a Messiah
Lutheran Church Ripples of Wellness program
focused on providing information on the
health benefits of a plant-based diet, coupled
with an opportunity to sample delicious, plant-
based foods. We meet the first Tuesday of the
month at 12 noon in the Messiah Fellowship
Hall (located on the lower level) for a plant-
based potluck luncheon. Our next meeting
will be held on Tuesday, February 3rd. Please
bring your appetite, a plant-based dish to
share, and your own table service and bever-
age. We recognize that some people may have
food sensitivities and ask that each participant
provide a list of all the ingredients in their food
offering. Food preparation guidelines are lo-
cated in the
Narthex.

Whatever your path to healthy nutrition may
be, you are welcome to join us for fellowship
and discussion. You don’t have to follow a
plant-based diet or be a vegan to join our
group - But you are encouraged to eat like one
when you are with us!

For those who are unable to join us in person,
the meeting will be simultaneously hosted on
Zoom. To join the video conference use this
link: https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/86739017002
?pwd=VTJERYbmQzTk1RNVRUZjBGal1U27z0
9 To join by telephone, call (929) 205-6099
Questions? Contact Janet Graves-Wright
at JanetG.ROWellness@gmail.com
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Chair Yoga and Meditation

Chair Yoga and Meditation meets every
Wednesday from 10 to 11 am. It's fun, relaxing
and good for the body and mind with a little
socialization included. We start with a
brief chat period, followed by a prayer, the yo-

ga chair
exercises and end with a ten-
minute meditation session. No expensive exer-
cise equipment is

required, and anything needed can be imple-
mented by items you have around the house.
Since meditation is often mentioned in the dai-
ly media, perhaps you are curious. This group
is a good way to experience the relaxing effects
of taking 20 minutes a day to relax your body
and quiet your mind. All are welcome! The
zoom link is published in the Sunday an-
nouncements. This has been and will continue
to be a fun group! For more information con-
tact Susan Roth (953-8095) or Joyce Callen (225-
3868)

Mah Jongg

All are welcome to join this group to learn the
American version that is based on the card
game Rummy. If you have played Mah Jongg
on the computer, come learn how to play it
with tiles which is very different. The game is
fun and excellent for improving concentration.
We meet in the nursery every Monday morn-


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86739017002?pwd=VTJERYbmQzTk1RNVRUZjBGa1U2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86739017002?pwd=VTJERYbmQzTk1RNVRUZjBGa1U2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86739017002?pwd=VTJERYbmQzTk1RNVRUZjBGa1U2Zz09
mailto:JanetG.ROWellness@gmail.com

Page 6 2 2 2 2

ing from 10 am until 1 pm. If you are interest-
ed, please call Marion Renfer (585-225-1530).
Come join us!

Ecumenical Book Study

Or Ecumenical Social Justice Group continues
to read When We Walk By, by Kevin
Adler and Donald Burnes. We will discuss 1
chapter per week through March 30th, with
rotating facilitators. You do not have to attend
all sessions. We meet Monday evenings via
zoom 6:30-7:30pm

Join Zoom Meeting

https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/89402166303?pw
d=11309alglbgU60aYtOn]bUbmXSVjOB.1

Meeting ID: 894 0216 6303
Passcode: 213028

From the book cover:

"When We Walk By takes an urgent look at
homelessness in America, showing us what
we lose--in ourselves and as a society--when
we choose to walk past and ignore our un-
housed neighbors. And it brilliantly shows
what we stand to gain when we embrace our
humanity and move toward evidence-based,
people-first solutions, offering social analysis,
economic and political histories, and the real
stories of

people experiencing homelessness."
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Help. Hope.
: Healing.
STEPHEN Stephen Ministry —

MINISTRY

What Care Receivers Have to Say

This month we look at Stephen Ministry from
the Care Receiver’s point of view. Here are a
few examples from some of the thousands of
Stephen Ministry congregations around the
world.

“I'm blessed with an amazing Stephen Minis-
ter. She’s been genuinely attentive and caring
ever since she came alongside me. She’s kind
of fearless in that way—she’ll just be there
without trying to fix me or talk me out of my
feelings as I struggle with what’s happening.”
- Nancy

“My Stephen Minister listens—really listens.
He doesn’t judge me or tell me what to do but
walks side by side with me. I never realized
how helpful and healing that can be. With his
care and support, I'm making it through.”
- Brian

“After the death of my mom, I needed some-
one who would listen —even to the same sto-
ries over and over—and who wouldn’t be
afraid

to say her name or bring up her memory.
That's who my Stephen Minister was, and
I don’t know how I would have gotten through


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89402166303?pwd=1I3O9aIglbgU6oaYtQnJbUbmXSVjOB.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89402166303?pwd=1I3O9aIglbgU6oaYtQnJbUbmXSVjOB.1
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it without her.”
- Molly

Stephen Ministry is a lay caring ministry being
used by more than 13,000 congregations
worldwide to increase care and outreach to
hurting people. Through Stephen Ministry,
congregations are able to equip and empower a
team of laypeople—Stephen Ministers —who
provide one-to-one, Christ-centered care to

people experiencing grief, health issues, di-
vorce, spiritual crisis, job loss, infertility, or
other life difficulties. Since Stephen Ministry
began in 1975, millions of people have received
care from a
Stephen Minister. Visit stephenministries.org
to learn more about Stephen Ministry and see
stories about the difference Stephen Ministers
are making in people’s lives.

Messiah’s Food Pantry

Thanks to your generosity, we are well sup-
plied with canned goods. Our current needs
are for our kids packs: Ramen noodle packets,
instant oatmeal packets, and 8 oz. shelf stable
milk. Place items in the bin under the table be-
tween the stairs. Gifts cards are E ;
always welcome (Aldi’s are espe-
cially helpful). Place in the offering & ,
plate or mail. Monetary Dona- [W]paqgfEd
tions to our Food Pantry may be made online
using Paypal from Messiah's Food Pantry
page http:/ /www.messiahlutheranchurch.net
/content/food-pantry or using this QR code.

Note that PayPal can be used for any cred-
it/debit card transactions - the donor does
not need to have a PayPal account.

N
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Creative Hands
By Sharon Stio

Join us on the first Tuesday of every month at
12:30 across from the library. Come and join us
as we knit and crochet for others.

Meow Ministry

By Jennie Bowker

In January, Meow Ministry collected 44
pounds of dry cat food and some treats. We
also printed some more tags to attach to the cat
beds from the Creative Hands ladies. We have
been in contact with Janine the Bean, and some
of the beds are planned to be delivered to her.

The after-church shop has been slow to
reestablish itself, but some health problems
have almost resolved themselves, so we will
soon be offering pashmina scarves, cards and
the awesome shirts from Jim Morris Environ-
mental, all to be set up at a table during coffee
hour.

You can view some of our messages and pho-
tos on Messiah’s Facebook page, and Meow
Ministry’s own page has great information on
our local rescuers, the need for cat hutches, and
more. The membership for this page is grow-
ing, and it is nice to see the interest. Thank you
for everyone’s support during these hard win-
ter months.

,;,PROPERTY s
Property News

By Paul Williams

Happy Valentine’s Day to all of you! By the
time this newsletter reaches you the Super
Bowl may have come and gone. As I am writ-


http://www.messiahlutheranchurch.net/content/food-pantry
http://www.messiahlutheranchurch.net/content/food-pantry
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ing this, the Buffalo Bills vs. Jacksonville Jagu-
ars game is on in the background. I find it hard
to concentrate on my writing with that game
going on!

I am writing this the day after we took down
the Christmas decorations on January 10. Let
all of us say thank you to the church members
who came in on a Saturday morning to help
with this task. We bagged up the wreaths, add-
ing a note to each bag detailing where those
wreaths are to be hung next time. When we
disassembled the Christmas tree, we used
Reggie’s food distribution carts to transport the
parts of the tree to the lower level. It is getting
a bit much to carry those tree sections up and
down the staircase!

OK, now the Bills are up 10-7! Yeah!

Did you notice the area outside Willie’s office
seems to be a bit brighter? Our ceiling drop-in
light fixtures are LED units and one 2'x2" unit
by the mailboxes had completely failed and the
one next to it was 50% failed. The property
team got some ladders and looked above the
ceiling to inspect them. Turns out the light
emitting diodes are assembled in a strip, not in
a replaceable tube, meaning the entire fixture is
meant to be single use. All the upper level LED
ceiling light units were installed during our
2006 office area upgrade, so I guess getting 20
years out of them is OK. Took a little hunting
to find suitable replacements and then getting
them ordered and received. Kovalsky-Carr
Electric Supply, downtown on the corner of St.
Paul and Bittner streets, was able to supply
them for us. And then we installed the two
units. Not to be “fishing for compliments”, but
this project demonstrated the skill and ambi-
tion of your property team. We looked at this
problem, thought it over, and said, “yeah, we
can do this”. If we had called in O’Connell
Electric to perform this job, it would have in-
cluded hundreds of dollars in labor charges.
The 2 failed units will be taken to ecopark for
recycling.

Halftime, the Bills still up 10-7!
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OK, that’s all for this month. Once again, thank
you to all who help maintain our facilities. As
always, if you see something broken, or out of
whack, or dirty, or have a suggestion, let me
know. Paul 585-732-5127
paulmwilliams01@hotmail.com

’ f

Here’s a photo of what
is inside those ceiling
light fixtures.
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The Finan¢e Forum
By Andy Mitchell

December 2025 Operating Budget Summary

Dec YTD
Operating & Be-
nevolence In-
come $16,605.15 $359,030.28
Transfers From
Savings $1,139.00 $13,668.00
Income & Trans-
fers From Sav-
ings $17,744.15 $372,698.28
Actual Expense $31,425.48| $343,371.59
Net Cash Flow -$13,681.33 $29,326.69
Budgeted Income
& Expense $30,708.34 $368,500.00

(Source: PowerChurch accessed 1/10/2026)

Thanks to your incredible generosity, we end-
ed the year with a $29,327 operating surplus.

$8,850 has been restored to the Concord Fund,
the full amount that was drawn down last
year. No Concord Fund transfers will be used
to support the 2026 Operating Budget. On De-


mailto:paulmwilliams01@hotmail.com
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cember 31, 2018, the Concord Fund held
$276,682.67. Today the total is $203,188.35.

$13,542 has been deposited into the Greater
Messiah Fund. And the remaining $6,935 is be-
ing used in our 2026 Operating Budget.

The Council’s 2026 Operating Budget proposal
totaling $357,200 was presented at the Finance
Forum on January 18. This is a reduction of
3.1% compared to last year. The Congregation
voted to approve the Operating Budget at our
Annual Meeting on January 25.

Non-Budget Fotu$

In 2026 I hope to add an additional non-budget
update to this column at least quarterly. This
will provide additional information related to
grant receipts, designated funds transactions,
and unbudgeted benevolence giving to service
ministries and charities.

Messiah is an extremely generous congregation
and we should celebrate the impact we have
on our community and the world through our
non-budgeted donations and wise use of grant
funds. Last year Messiah processed $61,115 in
unbudgeted funds to support the Food Pantry
and other charities. Along with $49,695 in
budgeted benevolence, our congregation
brought in $110,810 to serve our neighbors.
This means that our charitable giving is nearly
one-third the size of our total operational
budget. We truly embody the ELCA motto
God’s work. Our hands!

Do not wear yourself out to get rich;
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be wise enough to desist.
Proverbs 23:4 (NRSV updated edition)

Messiah Lutheran Church Online:
Keep in Touch!

Messiah’s Website:
http:/ /www.messiahlutheranchurch.net

Messiah on Facebook: Our page-
https:/ /www .facebook.com/MessiahRoc

We also have a group on Facebook,
https:/ / www.facebook.com/ eroups/MessiahRoc/

If you have any articles or information to
submit to The Herald, you may email to:
Messiahofficel@gmail.com Or place it in the
Herald mailbox #21. Deadline is the 12th of the
month prior.

Council Member Position Email Address
Jeff Gerstenberger President jgerstenberger@yahoo.com
Sheri Treadwell At Large sheri.treadwell@gmail.com
Ralph Jones Outreach ralphwjonesjr@gmail.com
Paul Williams Property paulmwilliams01@hotmail.com
Breanna Dauphinee Worship breanna.dauphinee@gmail.com
Lisa Klima Adult Faith Formation theklimas@gmail.com
Carol Dunn Youth and Family cjdunner70@gmail.com
Andy Mitchell Finance Director andrew.david.mitchell@gmail.com
Joanne Niemi Stewardship joanneniemi@frontier.com
Kacy Treadwell-Collins Communications karen.treadwellcollins@gmail.com



https://www.facebook.com/groups/MessiahRoc/
mailto:Messiahoffice1@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
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